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Welcome to the House of
Welcome’s (HoW) supporter
newsletter. | hope you find it an
interesting and an enjoyable read. It
has been made possible by a
generous grant from Uniting Care 2%
Development Fund.

The aim of our newsletter is very
simple. To let our supporters know
how their generous donations are
being used, to highlight important
humanitarian and political issues
affecting our clients, to notify our
supporters of events and happenings
and also to say a big thank you to all
our supporters.

The first piece of news is that Father
Jim Carty ‘retired’ in January and
treated himself to an extremely busy
three months on Christmas

Island. Sister Grace also moved on
and is now continuing her
humanitarian work with the Marist
Sisters in the Philippines. Sincere
gratitude is expressed on behalf of
everyone, especially clients who
continually ask about them.

Catherine Rothery, Asst. Manager, and
| have been fortunate enough to have
the opportunity to continue the work of
the HoW. As Father Jim said ‘it will
bring disappointments and difficulties
but also many joys and surprises’,
already I've encountered a few of
each.

The biggest difficulty facing the HoW is
funding. We are not unique. We work
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Worrying Policy Developments

The Labour Government was rightly commended on its positive policy
changes, including the abolition of Temporary Protection Visas (TPVs),
the Pacific Solution and introducing new values in detention.

together with other organisations,
such as Bridge for Asylum Seekers
Foundation or the Asylum Seekers
Centre, who face similar problems.
At a time when the HoW is seeing a
rising problem of homelessness
among asylum seekers, we face a
really uncertain future due to lack of
funding. This is a serious threat and
at a time when we have had more
requests for housing support than
we can meet, including ten requests
from the Department of Immigration.

We currently house nine families
(five with babies) and seven single
clients as well as sustaining four
families / couples in private rental
accommodation. We are the main
provider of family accommodation. If
our Financial Support & Casework
programs are included then we
currently support about 80 people.

The protracted nature of conflicts in
Africa and Asia mean that people
continue to seek protection overseas
and the demands on the HoW
continue to rise steadily.

If you are making a charitable
donation before the end of the tax
year, then please consider the HoW
or a similar organisation. The HoW
operates without government
funding, to provide a place of
welcome, hope and dignity.

Cyril O’Connor, Manager.
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While increasing work and health rights and removing TPVs was positive
moves, there has been a slow reversal in the positive policy approach.

With an aggressive opposition threatening to reintroduce TPVs and an
election looming, the Government has seen fit to act politically tough and
has unilaterally suspended asylum applications from Sri Lanka and
Afghanistan; the only developed country to do so. It has also delayed the
introduction of complementary protection legislation, which would further
protect people against being returned to danger and, it has restarted the
use of remote detention at Curtin Detention Centre.

The HoW asks you to contact your local Federal Member to register your
dissatisfaction with the lack of compassion shown by both major parties.
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Send us your
email address and

get our newsletter
via email!!

Story Snapshots:

One client who lost his job was
being supported financially by
the HoW. He was not entitled to
any government assistance.
Rather than tell his family he
went out each day and walked
and walked, sometimes looking
for work sometimes just
walking. One day he saw a
special deal of 5kg of potatoes
for $4 and 5kg of vegetables for
$3. He had $10 left.

He bought both and rather than
use the last $3 for the train, he
carried them home to his family.
He carried them from
Cabramatta to Guildford -
walking, stopping, walking, and
stopping. His arms and legs
ached.

The HoW continued to support
him and eventually also
provided accommodation for
the family. He later found work
' again and now works 6 days
D per week for $380. He does not
' complain, as he is happy to be
' working, but he is afraid he
D might lose his job again. This
O family and others like them
T need our compassion, our

U voices and our support.
O

Visit an event for
Refugee Week

June 20-26.

For details go to
www.refugeecouncil.org.au
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THANK YOU TO ALL OUR VOLUNTEERS

Two of our volunteers, Trish Trish provides a positive female role  the pain and suffering our clients have
Simper and Carol Coney, became model in a modern egalitarian experienced can be overwhelming” says
involved with the HoW after society, particularly to housebound Carol. “But witnessing the joy of a family
retiring from the workforce. women with infant children. reunion or news of permanent residency
Trish’s career was in the is extremely moving.”

corporate sector where she held  Carol spent 25 years with the
senior executive positions in the Australian Red Cross Blood Service  Currently we are seeking visitors,

telecommunications and banking. where she held various mana administration, reception and fundraising
gement positions. She became volunteers. If you can help, please email

As a HoW volunteer, Trish works  involved with the HoW in 2002 and Catherine at cathroth@tpg.com.au

with the Afghan community, says she was motivated by the

helping families with English infamous Tampa incident and the

literacy, integration into Australian use of mandatory detention. Carol

life, advocating on their behalf says her experiences as a volunteer First aid

with Government and non- have been inspiring, such as seeing training

government organisations. A very the progress of a client she is home
important aspect of this work is tutoring in English, but it can also be

the conversation and friendship  emotional at times. “Hearing about
that is extended and received.

Story Snapshots:  One Girl’s Journey

I left my country Uganda due to the circumstances that | had that threaten my life.
Coming to Australia and leaving my family behind was the most challenging decision |
have ever been faced with in my entire life. | had no choice but to leave to save my life
and perhaps to save my family's life in future. Arriving in Australia was scary for me; |
knew no one, had no money, nowhere to sleep. | was stranded, anxious, desperate
and eventually stressed and depressed.

| went through a rough time; my entire life depended on charity. Immigration took some
time while processing my application; it felt like eternity. Anyhow, | got my permanent
residence eventually and | was relieved. Surprisingly, it did not excite me like it should
have because | waited for it for so long that by the time | got it, it was just relief | felt.

During the hard days, House of Welcome really helped me a lot. | was stranded with no
accommodation and when | approached them, they gave me a warm welcome, a place
to stay, food to eat, and paid my bills. That was a great relief and very

helpful. Eventually, | felt like | really matter, it felt like someone really cared. It took away
all the stress | had and | was able to apply for a scholarship at UTS for a Bachelor's of
Nursing. | was lucky, | got it. Because | was not stressed anymore, | was able to pass
my exams for my first year despite the court sessions | had to go through with the
immigration department.

By the time | got my permanent resident visa, | was already at university. And all thanks Thank You for all
to House of Welcome, it's indeed a house of welcome. House of Welcome gave me a your support !!
reason to think ahead.

Support the House Of Welcome www.houseofwelcome.com.au

1. Please make cheque or money order payable to the House of Welcome.
2. Credit Card Donations: Mastercard [l Visa O
Credit Card number: Expiry Date:

Name: Signature:

3. Direct Payment to: **
ANZ Bank, 388 George Street, Sydney, NSW 2000.

Acc Number: 5256 — 42743 BSB: 012 006 Acc Name: NSW EC Relief Institute Inc- House of Welcome

** Direct payment please send or email us your name, address, email & telephone so we can issue you a tax
deductible receipt. All donations over $2 are tax deductible.

Please post cheques or credit card slips to House of Welcome, PO Box 2008, Carramar , NSW 2163.
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